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What are the advantages of a Pedestrian Hybrid Beacon? 

 
 Pedestrian  Hybrid  Beacons  have  shown  to  increase  safety  by  reducing  crash  rates  at 

pedestrian crossings. 
 Fewer dangerous driver violations at pedestrian crossings have been confirmed. 
 Pedestrian Hybrid Beacons can eliminate driver delay and frustration considering that they 

allow drivers to proceed through crossing once it is clear of pedestrians (rather than having 
to wait for a green light). 

 Traditional  Red/Yellow/Green  pedestrian  crossing  signals  tend  to  “blend”  to  the 
background.  Pedestrian  Hybrid  Beacons  eliminate  this  scenario  since  they  only  turn  on 
when a pedestrian wishes to cross the street. 

 Pedestrian Hybrid Beacons use  less energy  than  standard  traffic  signals  as  they  are unlit 
when they are not in use. 

 
Pedestrian Hybrid Beacons in Houston? 
 
The  City  of  Houston  PWE  Traffic  Operations  staff  investigates  locations  that  would  be 
appropriate  for  the  installation  of  a  Pedestrian  Hybrid  Beacon.   Respective  analysis  and 
identification of funding process take place. The following installations have been completed in 
Houston: 
 

 Addison at Greenbriar (5400 Greenbriar) 
 Bay Area at Moon Rock (2500 Bay Area Blvd.) 
 2300 Blk Berry Rd. 
 Tidwell at Montgomery W. (6000 W. Montgomery) 
 Hidalgo at Nordstrom's (5190 Hidalgo St.) 

 

Useful Links: 
 
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/publications/research/safety/10045/index.cfm 
 

 

For more information contact: 
 
City of Houston ‐ Public Works and Engineering Department 
Traffic Operations Division 
Traffic Hotline 832.395.3000 
P.O. 1562 Houston, Texas 77251 
www.houston311.org 
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A Pedestrian Hybrid Beacon will be installed as part of the Arlington Center Safe Travel Project.  The unit will be located at the intersection of Massachusetts Avenue and Swan Place.  The unit will assist with pedestrian accessibility as well as improve connectivity of the Minuteman Bike Path as it passes through Arlington Center..Other improvements from the Arlington Center Safe Travel Project will be coordination of traffic signals, installation of handicap ramps and vehicle lane configuration changes that will allow for bike lanes to connect the Minuteman Bike Path. Bicyclists and motorists turning onto Massachusetts Avenue from Swan Place may proceed during the walk signal.  They should observe the STOP sign, and, if turning right, must yield to pedestrians in the crosswalk.
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